Lymphomatoid papulosis and Hodgkin's disease: are they related?
Two different characteristic types of lymphomatoid papulosis (type A and type B) can be histologically distinguished, that represent the ends of a spectrum. In the present report, two patients are described. One patient with both lymphomatoid papulosis type A and type B lesions for more than 25 years developed Hodgkin's disease (nodular sclerosing type) in the para-aortic and para-iliac lymph nodes. Histologic examination of the skin lesions in the second patient, who had Hodgkin's disease (nodular sclerosing type) in many supradiaphragmatic lymph nodes, showed the characteristic features of lymphomatoid papulosis type A. These findings, together with the results of recent immunohistochemical investigations showing many similarities between the large atypical cells in lymphomatoid papulosis type A lesions and Reed-Sternberg cells in Hodgkin's disease, support the view that lymphomatoid papulosis type A and Hodgkin's disease are closely related conditions. The results of recent studies indicate a close relationship between lymphomatoid papulosis type B and the early stages of mycosis fungoides. Accordingly, the possible relationship between lymphomatoid papulosis types A and B, mycosis fungoides, and Hodgkin's disease is discussed.